
 
 

Hayward Animal Shelter Volunteers 
Trap-Neuter-Release Program 

For Free-roaming cats in the City of Hayward 
 

Thank you for feeding our community cats and for taking the steps to get them spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated. 

The City of Hayward does not cover the cost of spaying/neutering these cats.  In order that we may 
continue to spay/neuter and vaccinate community cats in Hayward, we do ask that you contribute 
towards the cost of fixing the cats.  If you are not able to cover the full $75 per cat, please talk to us.  

If writing a check, please make it payable to City of Hayward, and make a notation that it is for the 
Volunteer S/N Fund.  Your donation is tax deductible. 

We understand that you may not consider these cats as yours:  they are indeed “community” cats.  For 
this reason, some folk let their neighbors know what they are doing and find out that people are willing 
to contribute towards the fees, knowing that they are helping not only the cats, but also the community. 

Since we have limited appointments at Fix our Ferals in Richmond, we reserve this program for free-
roaming, community cats (aka feral cats).  It is not for friendly/pet cats.  We have a low-cost spay/neuter 
voucher program available for friendly/pet cats. 

You have some options, as follows: 

• Make an appointment directly through Fix or Ferals, at their website, fixourferals.org or by 
phoning (510) 215-9300.  Fees are $45 and covers the spay or neuter, FVRCP and Rabies 
vaccinations, microchip and flea treatment. 

• If you need assistance with transportation to/from the clinic, we may be able to help, however 
only for a Thursday clinic day.  Please let us know, a week in advance, if you would like 
transportation assistance. 

Or: 

• Make an appointment through us, by calling (510) 293-7200.  
• You will be asked to bring the trapped cat to the shelter on a Wednesday for the Thursday clinic 

day 
• Shelter staff will evaluate an incoming trapped cat.  If it is deemed friendly, we may not 

accept the cat for the TNR program and, instead, invite you to purchase a low-cost 
spay/neuter voucher.  

• Fees are $75 and covers the spay or neuter, FVRCP and Rabies vaccinations, microchip and flea 
treatment.  

• We provide the transportation to and from the clinic 
• You can pick up your cat from the shelter between 4:00-5:00 pm on the Thursday. You will 

receive instructions on how to “recover” the cat.  In most circumstances, the cat can be released 
the following day. 

Or: 
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• Purchase a low-cost spay/neuter voucher from us and take the cat to one of the local 
participating vets.  Fees are $75 and cover spay or neuter. 
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RECOVERING A CAT IN A TRAP FOLLOWING SURGERY 

 

You’ve already proven to be a hero for the cats by trapping them and taking them to the 
veterinarian to be neutered and vaccinated. Now after their surgery, the cats will need your 
care and attention during the recovery period before they can be released. Follow these tips for 
a smooth transition from medical care to returning the cats to their outdoor homes. 

1. The cats should be returned to you in the same covered traps in which you brought them to the 
clinic, with clean newspaper inside. You’ll receive their medical records, including microchip 
information. Keep these in a safe place but accessible in case you need to show them to 
another veterinarian or shelter. And, these important documents make the case for the cats 
receiving proper care. Make sure you register the microchip. 

2. Allow the cats to recover overnight. The cats will need some time to recuperate after their 
surgery, so keep them indoors in their covered traps. Make sure they’re in a temperature-
controlled environment—cats can’t regulate their body temperature while recovering from 
anesthesia. Keep the cats away from loud noises, no music and pets and people. Do not let 
children near them. A warm bathroom is fine. 

3. Safety first! Keep the traps covered to ease the cats’ stress.  Never open the trap doors or let 
the cats out. As cute as they may look, don’t stick your fingers through the bars or try to handle 
them when they are awake. 

4. Monitor the cats. Check the cats often and keep an eye out for any bleeding, possible 
inflammation, possible infection, and lack of appetite.  

5. Call the clinic if you have any concerns. 

6. Give the cats a little canned and dry food and water when you get home. When feeding the 
cats, lift the back door of the trap slowly and only allow a small gap. Slide a plastic lid with a 
little bit of food on it through the gap—don’t put your hand inside. You can also use an isolator 
or trap divider to do this. If you don’t have an isolator and you feel you can’t slide a plastic lid in 
without the cat trying to escape, then don’t feed them. The cats will be OK, and they can eat 
once they are released.  Resume normal feeding the day after surgery. 

7. Make sure all cats are fully conscious, clear-eyed, and alert before release. If a cat requires 
more than 48 hours of care, transfer her to a large crate or holding pen. You may also need to 
transfer a cat into a clean trap if the newspaper becomes soiled during recovery.  


